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Local Nursery Blossoms in National Awards

Local Hills District nursery, Cameron’s Nursery, has been named the winner of the Business Category (small) in the 
national 2012 savewater! awards® for installing a water and drainage as well as constructing a storage tank that has 
allowed the nursery to save an incredible 80% of potable water usage.

Focused on operating a sustainable business with minimal impact on surrounding properties and the environment, 
Cameron’s has enforced a ‘Reduce and Re-use’ policy. Central to this focus has been the design and implementation of 
a unique water and drainage system that adapts to changing weather and seasonal conditions and to incorporates drip 
irrigation lines that release water slowly for economical absorption by plants.

The Business Award recognises outstanding water savings achieved by both small and large organisations, showcasing 
demonstrated innovation and achievement in the reduction of water used. Cameron’s was presented with the 
prestigious award at the savewater! awards®  Gala Ceremony in Melbourne on the 26th of October at the Melbourne 
Convention and Exhibition Centre.

Sonja Cameron, Director of Cameron’s Nursery, was very excited and proud to receive a savewater!
award®.

“Pioneering this project, where our ideas were not common-place in the industry, had its risks but the results have been 
worthwhile. Becoming a winner highlights our success in saving water and the possibilities for others to do the same 
within our industry”, says Ms Cameron.

The Nursery has installed water-efficient sprinklers throughout the facility and constructed a 230,000 litre storage tank 
to help capture, store and re-use irrigation run-off and rainwater from building roofs. Since the completion of the water 
and drainage system, the nursery has increased its water holding capacity by 240% and in the 12 months to March 
2012 the nursery has saved 36.75% in overall water usage.

Rob Gell, environmental consultant and head judge, believes that Cameron's Nursery has demonstrated outstanding 
savings during the reporting period.

“The Nursery has implemented a wide variety of effective water-saving strategies involving staff and customers and 
has participated in third party partnerships to help reach its goals. Being in an industry that is particularly vulnerable to 
drought, Cameron's Nursery has become fully independent of mains water,” says Mr Gell.

Now in its tenth year, the globally recognised savewater! awards® have emerged as Australia’s leading awards for 
sustainability and water efficiency. They recognise and reward excellence in water conservation and efficiency by 
business, government, schools, local communities and individuals.
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